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(We would  

appreciate 

more  ideas  

for themed 

Dinners - 

and daily  

activities) 

 

RESIDENTS’ 

DINNERS 
 

Our Residents’ 

guests are very 

welcome; there is a 

charge of £5 per 

guest and please 

notify us that you 

are coming so we 

can cater for you..   

Inside: 
 

Halloween Dinner 
Home History 
New Staff 

Whatôs [Been] On 

Ghosts, Ghouls and 
things that go bump 
in the night 

Thank you Sarah and helpers who 

gave the Residents a lot of fun 

for Halloween by organising 
October’s Residents’ Dinner. 

Entertainer at Halloween Dinner 

Grace! 



“My Baby” 

21 years old on 6th November 2005 

by Brian Ballin 
 

 Early in 1984 I was introduced 

to an Architect who was working with 

a charity to find a suitable site for a 

retirement home for the elderly.  I 

joined him to provide the costing  

expertise as I was a Chartered Quan-

tity Surveyor at the time.  We found 

ten sites, five were new build sites 

and five were existing buildings.  The 

charity looked at them all and chose 

Coxbench Hall.  We then negotiated 

the purchase and a contractor  

(Ian Harrison) joined us to fund the 

deposit and he would undertake the 

work.  At this point the charity found 

that their constitution allowed them to 

fund people in a residential home, but 

did not allow them to own one.  The 

charity realised that the changing of 

the constitution would exceed the 

Vendor’s timetable and therefore 

stated that if we wanted to go ahead 

without them, we could.  At this point 

the Architect pulled out, and by  

raising money on my domestic  

property and finding two investors, I 

was able to meet the requirements of 

the Bank who provided the majority 

of the finance. 

 

 The Home was purchased on 

31st July 1984 and accepted its first 

two residents on 6th November 1984.  

At this time, having only undertaken 

the alterations to the main house, we 

could only accommodate nine to  

thirteen residents.   
 

Continued on page 6 



Andy Jacobs—Senior Care Aide! 

We would like to welcome 

the following new members 

of staff to the team:- 

 

Yvonne and Linda - 

 Part-time Care Aides 

Sally and Tom— 

 P/T Kitchen Assistants 
And a warning to themðcareful, this 

could happen to you é!... 

 

On the 27th October a 

group of Residents 

went to the Spotted 

Cow for lunch with 

Lynda and Olive—all 

had a lovely time. 

 



 

Ethel has joined us recently, and 

has kindly allowed us to print one 

of her brilliant poems in our 

Newsletter 

 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

 

Today we have a problem, 

What to have for lunch. 

So many things are bad for us, 

We’re almost afraid to munch. 

 

There’s a virus in the salmon, 

And E Coli in the ham, 

B.S.C. in cattle, 

And question marks over the lamb. 

 

Eggs might have Salmonella, 

There’s Veroa in the hive. 

Oh! What can we have for lunch, 

We want to stay alive. 

 

There is a ray of sunshine, 

We only have to wait. 

If we can’t eat the food, 

We’ll jolly soon lose weight! 

 

 



ñMy Babyò continued from page 3 

 

 Since that time, over the last twenty 

years by excessively altering the stable 

block and adding extensions and the  

general facilities improved e.g. dining 

room and conservatory added, the regis-

tration has been increased to thirty-nine. 
 

 We have a policy of continual  

improvement such that over 80% of the 

rooms have en-suite toilets, some rooms 

have showers, there is one suite compri-

sing lounge, bedroom and en-suite 

shower. 

 

 The daytime accommodation pro-

vides a number of comfortable lounges 

looking out over the grounds that extend 

to 4½ acres, with plenty of seats for a 

rest whilst walking the grounds and a 

sensory garden for those with poor sight. 

 

 Plenty of entertainment is provided 

in-house and we have our own bus for 

regular outings—just a drive in Derby-

shire or a visit further afield e.g. to the 

coast. 

 

 In 1994 we obtained the Investors 

in People award which was presented by 

Lady Hilton at our garden party, and we 

have been re-assessed regularly since 

that time and still hold this coveted 

award. 

 

 In 2000 the foundation stone was 

laid for the sheltered housing by  

Judy Malliber, our local MP, and the first 

tenants occupied this on completion in 

the following year.  This scheme, with its 

artificial stream and waterfalls dropping 

six feet, won a national design award in 

2002. 

♠♣♥♦ 



All Day  

Autumn Fayre 

Sat. 5th Nov. 

Everyone Welcome 

We would be grateful 

for donations on a 

Christmas theme to be 

used as prizes 

Watch the notice 
board in the social 
lounge for the forth-
coming events in the 
Christmas period:- 

 

Snow White 

Pantomime  

Production by Simon Gross 

Date:  Friday 16th December 

Time:  6.30 p.m. 

 
 Christmas party possibly with  
 entertainment by the staff on   
 Wednesday 21st December at 4.30 
 

♨♧ Entertainment  

by regular singer  

Paul Richmond on 

Friday 23rd Dec. 

at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Dayñ 
Traditional Christmas Dinner 

 

♨♧ Entertainment with 

Crystal Blueñ 3 p.m. on 

Fri. 30th Dec. 



What’s OnWhat’s On  

Every Every weekweek:- 

 

Mondays 

 Exercise with  

 Mrs. Motivator 

Wednesdays 

 Hairdresser and 

 Mobile Library 

Thursdays 

 Mystery Trip in  

 the Coxbench Bus 

NOVEMBER   NOVEMBER   ..  

 

In addition to the above 

 

Saturday 5th 

 All Day Autumn Fayre 

 

Sunday 6th 

 Service with  

 Colin Meynell 

 

Monday 7th 

 Rev. Harris—3.30 p.m. 

 

Saturday 12th 

 Entertainment with 

 Mr. King at 2.30 p.m. 

 

 

There is usually a Residents 

Dinner held on the last  

Friday of each month, but 

due to the festive season this 

activity is now  

postponed until January.   


